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Why this case is of interest  
• Highlights how the history must supply the mechanism to explain the fracture and how 

important a detailed history is. 
• Illustrates the importance of assessing asymptomatic siblings, especially twins. 
 

 

Case summary 
Four month old male infant is referred for evaluation of spiral femur fracture reportedly caused 
when dropped by the father. Skeletal survey reveals additional fractures. Assessment of 
asymptomatic twin reveals fractures specific for child abuse.  
 

 

Key learning points 
• Fractures can be the result of child abuse. 
• Fractures in infants who are developmentally incapable of getting around are suspicious. 
• Some fractures are specific for inflicted injury. 
• Asymptomatic siblings should be assessed; consider skeletal survey in siblings less than two 

years of age, especially twins. 
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